TITLE: TILTABLE BED/ SOFA FOR RV VEHICLES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 In the compact confines of recreational vehicles 

("RV's"), it is common to have elongated upholstered benches 
for sitting also used as beds for sleeping. However, the 
elongated benches are often not comfortable for viewing 
television while in bed. Also, the horizontal beds are not 
10 desirable for persons having certain stomach acidity 
problems . 

It is therefore a principal object of this invention to 
provide a tiltable bed/sofa for RV vehicles where the head 
portion of the bed/sofa can be tilted upwardly to the 
15 benefit of a person lying thereon to better view television 
while lying thereon, or to better combat the stomach acidity 
problems . 

A further object of the invention is to provide a 
tiltable bed/sofa for RV vehicles which can easily and 
20 quickly have a head portion thereof tilted, or moved to a 
horizontal position at the will of the user. 

These and other objects will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. 

25 BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A recreational vehicle suite has a combination bed and 
sofa, a floor, a side wall and an end wall. A TV viewing 
screen is located in the proximity of the of the end wall 
for viewing from the bed and sofa. 

30 A rectangularly shaped hollow bench is supported on the 

floor and has a head portion and a foot portion with the end 
wall being opposite the head portion. An elongated normally 
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horizontal cushion/mattress is mounted on a top of the bench 
and normally covers the bench including the head and the 
foot portions. The cushion/mattress has a head portion 
normally covering the head portion of the bench and is 
5 hingedly connected to a foot portion of the 
cushion/mattress . 

A power means is within the bench for tilting the head 
portion of the cushion/mattress upwardly at an angle with 
respect to the bench, so that a person lying on the 

10 cushion/mattress with their head resting on the head portion 
thereof can better view the screen when the head portion is 
in the tilted position. 

A control means adjacent the head portion is 
operatively connected to the power means to permit a person 

15 lying in the aforesaid position to selectively tilt the head 
portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an RV showing the location of 
20 the of the device of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the sofa/bed support 
structure with the cushion/mattress removed; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of Fig. 2 showing the 
tilting mechanism of the cushion/mattress; 
25 Fig. 4 is a side elevational view of the sofa/bed with 

the cushion/mattress in a non-tilted position; 

Fig. 5 is an elevational view similar to Fig. 4 but 
with the cushion/mattress in a tilted position; and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the bed/sof a in a 
30 tilted position. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

With reference to Fig. 1, an RV vehicle 10 has a front 
end 12, rear end 14, and sides 16 and 18. A driver's chair 
20 and passenger chair 22 are conventionally mounted in the 
5 front end 12 of the vehicle. 

A living compartment 24 has a floor 26 and forward wall 
panels 28. One or more TV screens 30 can be mounted on wall 
panels 28. The areas A, B, C, D, and E are typically used 
as a space for a bathroom, sink, closet, refrigerator and 
10 stove respectively. 

A bench 32 has end walls 34 (Fig. 5), a head portion 36 
and a foot portion 38. A cushion/mattress 40 is deployed on 
the upper portion of the bench and has a head portion 42 and 
a foot portion 44 separated by a bend line 46 (Fig. 6) . 
15 As best shown in Figs. 2 and 3, a pair of support 

panels 48 and 50 exist underneath the cushion/mattress 40 to 
support the cushion/mattress. A narrow elongated transverse 
space 52 exists between adjacent edges of the panels 48 and 
50 (Fig. 2) . 

20 A structural metal frame 54 is located on the 

underneath side of the support panels 48 and 50 as best 
shown in Fig. 3. A first portion of the frame 46 is secured 
at any convenient way to the panel 48, and a second portion 
58 of the frame is secured in any convenient way to the 

25 panel 50. An elongated hinge 6 0 extends between the 

portions 56 and 58 of the frame 54. An arm 62 is rigidly 
secured to the frame portion 56 and extends vertically 
downwardly therefrom. An electric hoist 64 is rigidly 
secured to the frame portion 58 and has a telescopic rod 66 

30 extending outwardly therefrom towards arm 62 and is 

pivotally secured to arm 62 at point 68 in any convenient 
manner. An electric hoist 64 suitable for use in this 
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invention is a 12 volt Linak model LA31. A wired or 
wireless control 70 is located adjacent the head portion 42 
of the cushion/mattress 40 so that a person lying thereon 
can control the electric hoist 64. As shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 5, the electric hoist 64 can exert pressure on arm 62 which 
will tilt the head portion 42 of the cushion/mattress 40 , 
and the first frame portion 56 upwardly to the inclined 
position shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 

Back cushions (not shown) can be leaned against the 

10 exterior sides 16 and 18 while resting on the 

cushion/mattress 40 when the bench 32 is being used as a 
sofa. Those cushions are removed when the bench is to be 
used as a bed or resting place. 

If the person resting on the bench wished to have the 

15 head portion of the cushion/mattress elevated to the 

position of Figs. 5 and 6 from the horizontal position of 
Fig. 4, the control 70 is actuated in a conventional way to 
energize the electric hoist 64 to cause the head portion 36 
to move from the horizontal position to the tilted position 

20 shown in Figs. 5 and 6. This tilted position will alleviate 
any acidic reflux experienced by the person lying on the 
bench. More importantly, it will provide an excellent 
viewing posture for the person to view the TV screen 3 0 as 
best shown in Fig. 5. 

25 It is therefore seen that this invention will achieve 

at least all of its stated objectives. 
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